Guardians of
the Peace

“The Garda Siochana will
succeed, not by force of arms
or numbers, but by their moral
authority as servants of the people.”
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Metropolitan Police (DMP) was
established in 1836 as a separate

police force. These agencies were

rganized policing in Ireland
began with the 1786 Dublin
Police Act. The Irish Constabulary
was established in
1822, and in 1867,
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joined in 1919 by a parallel security
force loyal to the provisional
government, the Irish Republican
Police.

With the establishment of the

-county Irish Free State in 1922

the Royal Irish Constabulary was
disbanded and the Civic Guard
was established. The Civic Guard
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was later renamed An Garda
Siochana, and in 1925, the Dublin
Metropolitan Police merged with
the new police force. The early
years of the new state saw a gradual
process of incorporating these
various pre-existing forces into a
single centralized, nationwide and
civilian organization.

Garda

Its formal name is An Garda
Siochana na hEireann (pron: ahn
gar-duh she-oh-kaw-na na hair-
inn). The name means “Guardians
of the Peace of Ireland.” The force is
commonly referred to as the Gardai
(pron: gar-dee). Individual officers
are referred to as Garda.

A female officer was once officially
referred to as a bangharda (Pron:
ban-harda) or female Garda. This
term was abolished in 1990 but is
still occasionally used informally in
place of the gender-neutral garda.

The Garda Siochana has
responsibility for carrying out all
policing duties in the Irish State. It
also provides State security services
and carries out criminal and traffic
law enforcement.

Most uniformed members of
An Garda Siochana do not carry
firearms. It is a unique tradition of
the service that standard policing
should be carried out in both rural
and urban areas by uniformed
officers equipped only with a
wooden baton (currently they carry
expandable batons and pepper
spray).

According to a recent government
report, only approximately 3,700
(out of 14,700) members of the
force are armed — this includes

the Emergency Response Unit and
Special Detective Unit, as well as
most detectives. This practice of
being unarmed has been supported

| by a quote from the first Garda

Commissioner, Michael Joseph
Staines (1885-1955), who said, “The
Garda Siochana will succeed, not
by force of arms or numbers, but by
their moral authority as servants
of the people.”

The badge of the Garda Siochana
was designed by John Francis
Maxwell (1880-1948), a technical
schoolteacher of art in Blackrock,

Co. Dublin. The badge is in the form
of a Celtic cross.

On the centerpiece are the
intertwined letters G.S. - the initials
of the words, Garda Siochéna.

The badge carries the inscription,
“Garda Siochana na hEireann.” The
badge was originally displayed only
on the uniform cap; however, with
the most recent uniform change the
badge is now also displayed on the
uniform.

Micheal Collins

The Gardai is under the command
of the Garda Commissioner, who
is appointed by the government.
The first Garda Commissioner was
Michael Staines, who was a Pro-
Treaty member of Dail Eireann. He
held office for only eight months.
He was succeeded by Eoin O’Duffy
(in 1933 O’Duffy was fired by the
Eamon de Valera after he supported
a military coup).

Eamon Broy was next appointed
in 1933. He had greatly assisted
the Irish Republican Army (IRA)
during the Anglo-Irish War, while
serving as a spy for Michael Collins
within the Dublin Metropolitan
Police (DMP).
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Phoenix Park Depot

the new Garda Siochéana early in
1923. For a period the Depot was
used as a combined headquarters
and training center. A separate
headquarters was then established
at the Royal Hospital, Kilmainham.
In the early 1950s, the
Commissioner and his staff
returned to the Depot. As a result, it
became necessary to provide either
a new headquarters or a separate
training center. A new Training
Center, known as the Garda College,
was established in 1963 in the old
military barracks at Templemore,

Broy’s fame grew in the 1990s
when he featured in the film
Michael Collins, in which it was
incorrectly suggested that he had
been murdered by the British, when
in reality he survived and afterward
headed the Garda Siochana from
1933 until his retirement in 1938.
Before O’Duffy and Broy left the
Garda service they both made
significant contributions to the
organization of the new force.

The headquarters of the Garda
is located in the Phoenix Park
Depot, which was first occupied by
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Official Irish Language Act

The Official Languages Act of
2003 requires the Irish public
to have their official business
conducted through the medium
of either English or Irish (the
two official languages of Ireland).
Because of this all government
officials are required to have a
certain proficiency in Irish and all
communications and forms are to
be bi-lingual. For Garda Siochana, a
proven proficiency in either Irish or
English is required.

An Garda Siochéna recognizes
the right of citizens to conduct their
business in Irish and is committed
to the implementation of the Official
Languages Act 2003. Applicants
for Garda positions, who are not

already fluent in Irish, are required
to study and pass Irish as part of a
module in the Garda College.

J. Michael Finn is the Ohio
State Historian for the Ancient
Order of Hibernians and Division
Historian for the Patrick Pearse
Division in Columbus, Ohio. He
is past Chairman of the Catholic
Record Society for the Diocese
of Columbus, Ohio. He writes on
Irish and Irish-American history;
Ohio history and Ohio Catholic
history. You may contact him at

FCoolavin@aol.com.
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Itinerary Highlights
e Guinness Storehouse
* Dublin City Bus Tour
* Jameson Midleton Distillery Tour
e Cork City Bus Tour
* Cobh Titanic Experience
* Blarney Castle & Gardens
« Kate Kearney's Cottage (traditional Irish night)
¢ Dingle Peninsula
* Ferry ride across the River Shannon Estuary
* Cliffs of Moher
* Galway City Bus Tour
* Kylemore Abbey
¢ National Famine Memorial & Croagh Patrick
¢ Knock Shrine Guided Walking Tour & Museum
« Sean’s Bar in Athlone (Ireland's oldest pub)

Cost:

Land & Air: $4280 per person (based on double occupancy)
Single Room Supplement: $950
Deposit: $250 (non-refundable and due at time of booking)

Travel insurance: (recommended and due at time of booking)

* $332 based on double occupancy
» $403 based on single occupancy

Pilgrimage to Medjugorje

Sevtember 0 - 170, 2024

Trip includes:

* Round trip air - N :

+ 7 nights’ hotel . Engl|§h-§peaklng guide

« Breakfast & dinner daily ~ * Special time of prayer and grou
Cost:

Land & Air: $2,999 per person (based on double occupancy)
Single Supplement: $300

« $228 (based on double occupancy)
« $263 (based on single occupancy)
Deposit: $250 (non-refundable and due at time of booking)

A Customized Ireland Tour

¢ Airport transfers by private coach

Travel Insurance: (recommended and due at time of booking)

us, Ohio

Tour Inclusions

« Deluxe motorcoach transportation with driver/guide

¢ Luxury and first class accommodations for 9 nights

* Admission to venues and attractions

« Daily Irish breakfasts (except day of arrival)

¢ 6 Dinners including traditional Irish night &
entertainment at Kate Kearney’s Cottage

« All driver/guide’s expenses (gratuity to driver/guide)
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